
Public Art – Recent Events 
2018 – 2019 
The Balfour 
The Transitions Project 

 

Jack Whitwell undertook 6-month residency within the old and new hospital and 
healthcare facilities, responding to both the history and future of The Balfour and its 
place within the Orkney community. This was a unique opportunity to respond to this 
one-off transition, to the built environments, the people and stories associated with 
The Balfour embracing dialogue with staff, patients and users of the hospitals. The 
residency allowed unique access to the sites and the artwork created was presented 
at the new Balfour Hospital and Healthcare Facility, becoming part of the permanent 
collection of art. 

“My proposal responds to the transition of cultures, traditions and industries that 
have shaped Orkney. My sculptures will respond to these changes and how they 
shaped the people that call the island their home.” - Jack Whitwell. 

The resulting project will realise three pieces of sculpture at The Balfour; one inside 
the foyer space and two within the grounds. It is anticipated that these pieces will be 
installed during the course of 2020. 

http://jackwhitwell.com/


The Integrated Artwork Project 

 

NHS Orkney, in partnership with Orkney Islands Council’s Arts Development service 
and supported by the charity Art in Healthcare, commissioned Samantha Clark to 
help create a distinctive identity for the building which will also help provide privacy, 
where needed, throughout the glazed entrance and central hub area. Samantha’s 
work draws on the human relationship with the natural world. She works across 
video, installation, drawing, photography and creative writing. In 2018 she was 
awarded a Scottish Book Trust New Writers Award. 

“This is an important and high-profile public art opportunity in a much-anticipated 
new hospital. We want the main entrance to reflect our community and to be a lovely 
public space, and so we’re looking forward to seeing the ideas and proposals as they 
come in.” - NHS. 

A third commission was awarded to The Royal Scottish Academy (RSA) to develop a 
scheme of work to manage the hospital’s current art collection and re-present it, 
where possible, in The Balfour. 

“The Royal Scottish Academy is delighted to be working with NHS Orkney in 
devising an art collection policy which will maximise the impact of existing artworks, 
build on this legacy and enhance the collection by engaging with the local arts 
community.” - Jane Lawrence, RSA Art Consultant. 

There are works of art across The Balfour for visitors, patients, families, friends and 
staff to enjoy. 

https://www.samanthaclark.net/


2018 
Pages of the Sea  

 

Danny Boyle’s Pages of the Sea was realised by a community team who made a 
large-scale sand portrait of a local soldier, at Scapa Beach, in order for it to be 
washed away by the incoming tide, as part of the World War One 100th Anniversary 
of Armistice. 

“The community was invited to explore an online gallery of World War One 
casualties in order to choose someone to say a personal goodbye to.” - 14-18 NOW. 

Scottish poet Carol Ann Duffy was commissioned to write a new poem to be read by 
individuals, families and communities as they gathered on 11 November.   

The work was commissioned and produced by 14-18 NOW in collaboration with the 
UK’s programme for the First World War centenary and delivered by National 
Theatre of Scotland in partnership with Orkney Islands Council as part of the World 
War One Commemorations budget. It was supported by The National Lottery and 
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport. 

World War One Cathedral Projection 
Video available from the following link: The Great War: An Orkney Memorial 
Experience 

World War One Cathedral Projection to commemorate the Armistice, produced by 
Playdead and commissioned by Kirkwall Townscape Heritage Initiative (KTHI). 

https://www.pagesofthesea.org.uk/
https://www.playdead.tv/portfolio/the-great-war-an-orkney-memorial-experience/
https://www.playdead.tv/portfolio/the-great-war-an-orkney-memorial-experience/


This was a public projection project to commemorate the centenary of the First World 
War armistice, in November 2018. The projection depicted life during the war period 
in Kirkwall and explored the history of World War One in Orkney and Kirkwall in a 
dynamic and inspirational way, revealing the role the islands played in the conflict.  
The artwork was projected onto St Magnus Cathedral, in the heart of Kirkwall. It is 
the most northerly cathedral in Britain, a fine example of Romanesque architecture 
which provided a spectacular canvas and backdrop for the projection. 

The aim of the project was to provide a fitting memorial event to the 100th 
anniversary of the World War One armistice to depict Kirkwall life during that period 
and Kirkwall and Orkney’s role in the conflict. This sought to increase people’s 
understanding of life in Kirkwall during the war period and early twentieth century in 
general by telling the story of Kirkwall and Orkney during the war, its role and the 
lasting effects on the place and its inhabitants. In doing so, it engaged with multi-
generational audiences and provided residents and visitors with the opportunity to 
learn about the history and heritage of Kirkwall during the war in a new way. 

Kirkwall Town Heritage Initiative is a 5 year, £3.45 million project funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), Historic Environment Scotland (HES) and Orkney 
Islands Council (OIC). The aim is to promote Kirkwall’s heritage through providing 
funding for a range of building grants, public realm improvements, training, 
interpretation and educational projects. This project was supported by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and HES. 

Skyran Moon 
Stromness Academy hosted Skyran Moon by Luke Jerram with music by Dan Jones, 
as part of Orkney International Science Festival. Orkney was the first Scottish venue 
to host this work on its National Tour. 

 



2017 – 2018 
Flying High 
Lifestyles public art ran a series of workshops that led to Flying High by Sheena 
Graham George and Anjelica Kroeger. Flying High was a collaborative public artwork 
created by adults with learning disabilities, professional artists and local community 
groups in Orkney. The artwork was the result of a project launched in 2017 aimed at 
providing users of the Lifestyles Service access to a wide range of creative 
workshops. The project was designed jointly by the Orkney Islands Council’s Arts 
Development Service and the Lifestyle Service managed by Orkney Health and Care 
which supports adults with learning disabilities in the county.  

‘Flying High’ comprises 8 large canvases. The artwork will remain on permanent 
display at the Lifestyles Service, taking full advantage of the impressive central 
octogen with its vaulted glass ceiling and natural light. Local artist Sheena Graham 
George and Ullapool-based artist Angelica Kroeger were commissioned to carry out 
the project, which has included several hands-on workshops with service users from 
the Lifestyles Service along with partner organisations Connect, SEAL and the Blide 
Trust. 

“Angelica and Sheena have brought their own art practices to the table whilst service 
users have had the opportunity to explore everything from sculpture to printmaking to 
painting. What stands out is the power of art to connect people”. - Anthony 
Mottershead, Arts Officer, Orkney Islands Council, 2014-2019. 

Supporting around 40 adults, the Lifestyles Service provides modern, flexible, 
community-based services to meet the wide-ranging needs of service users. The 
building, which opened in 2015 and is situated at the Pickaquoy Centre includes an 
IT suite, meeting facilities, activity rooms, a multi-sensory space, an outdoor garden 
and provides easy access to the sports and leisure facilities at the Pickaquoy Centre, 
Orkney’s largest health and leisure facility. It promotes community involvement with 
the service, offering people with learning disabilities opportunities to be involved in 
their wider community, promoting health, wellbeing and independence.  

This project was part funded by the Scottish Government and the European 
Community Orkney LEADER 2014 – 2020 Programme; and Orkney Islands Council. 

The film can be accessed on YouTube at the following link: 

https://youtu.be/mdKZTIf-ayM 

Further Information: 
The Orkney News 

  

https://youtu.be/mdKZTIf-ayM
https://theorkneynews.scot/2018/10/20/flying-high-lifestyles-exhibition/


2017 
Magnus 900 
Orkney celebrated St Magnus through the Magnus 900 Festival supported by 
Heritage Lottery Funding. This included the display of ‘The Sails’ in St Magnus 
Cathedral.  

The culmination of the Birsay Mapping Magnus project will be realised in 2020 with 
the installation of two interpretative sign boards to mark the work done by the local 
community, led by The University of the Highlands Archaeology Institute, to excavate 
and capture the local archaeology of the Palace settlement and surrounding Birsay 
coastline. Five West Mainland schools took part in the project along with over 60 
participants. 

 

 



2016 
Poppies: Weeping Window 

 

St Magnus Cathedral hosted ‘Poppies: Weeping Window’ by artist Paul Cummins 
and designer Tom Piper to mark the centenary of The Battle of Jutland. The 
presentation of Weeping Window was supported by Northlink Ferries and the 
learning and engagement programme for the Poppies: Wave and Weeping Window 
was supported by the Foyle Foundation. 
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